EB-1 Visa Checklist: Extraordinary Ability Criteria
The EB-1 visa requires evidence of extraordinary ability in your field through sustained national or international acclaim. Below are the 10 criteria and the types of documents you can use to fulfill each one. Use the checkboxes to ensure you’ve gathered the necessary documentation.
Extraordinary Ability Criteria Checklist
· Evidence of receipt of lesser nationally or internationally recognized prizes or awards for excellence
Possible Documents:
· Award certificates or plaques
· Official announcements of the award
· News articles or publications about the award
· Evidence of membership in associations in the field that demand outstanding achievement of their members
Possible Documents:
· Membership certificates
· Association bylaws showing criteria for membership
· Letters of confirmation from the organization
· Evidence of published material about you in professional or major trade publications or other major media
Possible Documents:
· Copies of articles featuring your work
· Links or screenshots of online publications
· Evidence that you have been asked to judge the work of others, either individually or on a panel
Possible Documents:
· Invitations or confirmation letters to serve as a judge
· Programs or agendas listing your role as a judge
· Thank-you letters from the organization
· Evidence of your original scientific, scholarly, artistic, athletic, or business-related contributions of major significance to the field
Possible Documents:
· Letters from peers or experts detailing your contributions
· Patents or publications demonstrating your work
· Evidence of implemented projects or innovations
· Evidence of your authorship of scholarly articles in professional or major trade publications or other major media
Possible Documents:
· Copies of published articles
· Links to online journals or publications
· Citation records or indices showing the impact of your work
· Evidence that your work has been displayed at artistic exhibitions or showcases
Possible Documents:
· Exhibition brochures or catalogs
· Photos of your work on display
· Invitations to participate in the exhibition
· Evidence of your performance of a leading or critical role in distinguished organizations
Possible Documents:
· Employment contracts or letters detailing your role
· Organizational charts showing your position
· Performance reviews or recognition letters
· Evidence that you command a high salary or other significantly high remuneration in relation to others in the field
Possible Documents:
· Pay slips s or employment contracts
· Industry salary surveys showing your remuneration exceeds norms
· Evidence of your commercial successes in the performing arts
Possible Documents:
· Box office receipts
· Sales records of albums or performances
· Reviews or media coverage of your work
General Documentation for EB-1
· Form I-140: Immigrant Petition for Alien Worker
· Valid passport copy
· Comprehensive and updated CV/Resume
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